RUINS OF THE MONASTERY OF MRIGADAVA.
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monastery of Mrigadava. One of the most curious results of these excavations
has been the proof of the exact analogy between the plans of the viharas which
were erected and of those hewn in the rock; except that here the cells and
chapels were arranged round a square court, while in the caves they surround a
chamber of the same form. It was also noticed that the monastery had been
pulled down at intervals of several centuries, and rebuilt on its own ruins. Its
final destruction took place towards the ninth or tenth century, when some public

insurrection surprised the monks in the midst of their peaceful occupations; as
witnessed by the fact that among the calcined beams of the roof, and beneath the
ashes, ornaments have been found by the side of household utensils, corn, parasols,
and furniture. The insurgents burned both the monks and the monastery; after
which, their vengeance being accomplished, the Brahmins abandoned the accursed
spot, leaving to time flic task of burying their victims.

To the west of the monastery lie three small pieces of water, which down to
the present time bear the names of Heron Tal <the Stag's Lake), Chandra Tul